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In additionto corebusinessmajorpreoccupationgor the Societyduring2023were the RSTArt
CollectionanewRSTmedal,engagementf the Societywith the Tasmaniamboriginacommunity,anda
reviewof the RSTLibraryCollectionsat UTAS.

Therehasbeensignificanfprogressn managemenbf the RSTArt CollectionUsinga CulturalHeritageGrant
from the NationalLibraryof Australiathe Societycommissioned Significancéssessmerity Mr Warwick
Oakman(FineArt Assessqr a PreservatiomNeedsAssessmertty Ms AmyBartlett (Art Conservatorand
investedin an eHiveaccountfor the purposeof creatingan online catalogueof the collection.Mr Oakman
supportd the significancef the collectionandconcludedhat it & kaée anduniqueto Australaé @

During2023,the RSwasengagedn a disputewith the TMAGBoardof Trusteeverthe ownershipof 44
artworksby LouisaAnneMeredith knownasthe Wishlllustration®Theseartworkswere to be considered
duringthe November2021mediationbetweenRSTand TMAGbut hadto be setasidebecauseof time
constraints Discussionbetweenthe RSTand TMAGreachedanimpasseearlyin 2023,andduringformal
mediationon 19 Decembe2023,the matter wasstill not resolved.Thenextstepwill be decidedby the RST
Counciin early2024.

LouisaAnneMeredithwasan artist, author,conservationistsocialcommentatorand highlyrespected
memberof the RSTHerlife andachievementsvere celebratedat a verysuccessfulundraisingevent
organisedy JulieRimesRosd argeand Mary Koolhof,and hostedby RSTPatron,the HonourableBarbara
BakerACandProfessoChalmergAOat GovernmentHousein SeptemberTheproceedswill be usedfor
conservatiorof the RSTArt CollectionFurther,the Societyhascreateda newmedal,the WouisaAnne
MeredithMedaKasa lastingtribute. Themedalis intendedfor a seniorscholarwho hasmadean
outstandingcontributionto the artsor humanitiesor both andwill be offeredfor the first time in 2024.

(TheHonourabIdBarbaraBakerAONith Mr RichardWarnerAM, (C)W ! Bfeningvith[ 2 dzhréachueand(R)(L-R

Ms LouiseGillett, ProfessoKateWarnerACandEmeritusPNE F S2 42 NJ w23a [FNBS !'h gAGK

2023will be rememberedasthe yearof the VoiceReferendumywhen Australianyoted on the Federal
Governmenproposalo createa Woiceto Parliamentadvisorybodyto promotethe interestsof Aboriginal
andTorresStraitlslandepeoples.TheSocietyhostedlecturesby two Tasmaniaboriginaleaders Mr
MichaelMansellandMs KerrySculthorpejn July Bothlectureswere intenselyengagingandwerefollowed
by discussiorthat allowedthe audienceto expresgliverseviews aroundthe proposal Recording®sf these
two lecturesreceivedthe highestnumberof viewsby far of all RSTecturesin 2023.
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