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We acknowledge that Tasmanian Aboriginal Peoples have survived severe and unjust impacts resulting from 

invasion and dispossession of their Country. As an institution dedicated to the advancement of knowledge, 

The Royal Society of Tasmania recognises Aboriginal cultural knowledge and practices and seeks to respect 

and honour these traditions and the deep understanding they represent. 

 

 

The Royal Society of Tasmania Annual Report for 2023 

Produced by The Royal Society of Tasmania for the Annual General Meeting 7 March 2024 
 

 

ABN 65 889 598 100 

 

The Royal Society of Tasmania 

Mail:  GPO Box 1166, Hobart, Tasmania 7001 

Office:  19 Davey Street, Hobart, Tasmania 7000 (open Thursdays 9.00 am ς 12.00 noon) 

Phone:  +61 03 6165 7014 

Email:  admin@rst.org.au 

Web: www.rst.org.au 

 

Cover Image: Crested Tern [SYLOCHELIDON STRENUOUS, Gould. Powerful Tern. J. Gould and H.C. Richter del et lith. 
[Hydroprogne caspia, Caspian Tern]. Hand-coloured lithograph in Gould, J. 1848: A Synopsis of the Birds of Australia, 
and the Adjacent Islands.  
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA 

PATRON: Her Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, Governor of Tasmania 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COUNCIL MEMBERS 2023 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

President Professor Jocelyn McPhie 

Vice President Associate Professor Julie Rimes 

Immediate Past President Mrs Mary Koolhof 

Honorary Secretary Dr Don Garden OAM 

Honorary Treasurer Dr Sonia Shimeld 

  

Council Members 

 

 

 

 

Ms Chel Bardell  

Emeritus Professor Richard Coleman 

Dr Anita Hansen  

Ms Evelyn Lambeth (Student Councillor) 

Emeritus Professor Ross Large AO 

Mrs Roxanne Steenbergen 

Dr Imogen Wegman (Early Career Researcher) 

Mr John Williamson 

  

Northern Branch Representatives Mr Neil MacKinnon 

 Mr David Morris (Northern President) 
 

 

EX OFFICIO COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Honorary Librarian 

Honorary Editor Papers and Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of Tasmania 

Honorary Solicitor  

Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery Representative 

Ms Janette Burke 

Dr Sally Bryant AM 

Mr James Crotty 

Ms Mary Mulcahy (Director) to 18 June 2023 
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NORTHERN BRANCH OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Northern Branch President Mr David Morris 

Honorary Secretary Mrs Christine Beswick  

Honorary Treasurer Mr Neil MacKinnon  

Northern Branch Rep on the Foundation Mr Neil MacKinnon 

Northern Branch Committee Members  Dr Andrew Alexander 

Dr Lois Beckwith (Assistant Secretary) 

Mr Shane Fitzgerald (ex officio, QVMAG Rep, 

Director of Creative Arts & Cultural Services, 

QVMAG Director) 

The Honorable Dr Frank Madill AM 

Mrs Melanie Morris 

Mr Andrew Parsons (ex officio, Honorary Librarian) 

Dr Eric Ratcliff OAM (Immediate Past President) 

Dr Martin Renilson (Assistant Secretary) 

Ms Lynette Ross 

Dr Liza Snow 

Mr Robin Walpole 

 

OTHER RST ROLES 

Auditor 

 

Mr Richard James FIPA (IPA#: 134606) 

Newsletter Editor Mr Bernard Pryor OAM 

Webmaster Mr Eddy Steenbergen 

Honorary Art Curator Dr Anita Hansen 

Office Manager Mrs Bronwyn Beechey 

RST Nominee to Trustees of the Tasmanian 
Museum & Art Gallery  

Position vacant 
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RST COMMITTEES 2023  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR MEMBERS 
   
Aboriginal 
Engagement 

Professor Jocelyn McPhie 
 
 

Mrs Mary Koolhof  
Dr Sally Bryant AM 
Mr David Morris 
Mr David Wilson 
 

Art Collection Emeritus Professor Ross Large AO 
 

Dr Anita Hansen (Hon. Art Curator) 
Ms Marley Large 
 

Art Fundraising Mrs Mary Koolhof  
 

Mr James Crotty 
Mrs Marley Large 
Emeritus Professor Ross Large AO 
Associate Professor Julie Rimes 
Ms Lorraine Polglase 
 

Bursaries  
 

Professor Jocelyn McPhie (Acting 
Chair) 
 

Dr Deborah Beswick OAM 
Mrs Mary Koolhof 
Associate Professor Julie Rimes  
Mrs Roxanne Steenbergen 
Mr John Williamson 
 

Events & Publicity Associate Professor Julie Rimes 
(Events) 
Ms Chel Bardell (Publicity) 
 

Emeritus Professor Ross Large AO 
Ms Evelyn Lambeth 
Dr Imogen Wegman 
Mr John Williamson 
 

Foundation Mr Neil MacKinnon 
 

Mr Tony Culberg OAM 
Dr Don Garden OAM ς RST Secretary 
Dr John Thorne AM 
Dr Sonia Shimeld ς RST Treasurer 
 

Honours & Awards  
 

Emeritus Professor Richard Coleman 

 

Dr Eva Meidl  
Professor Jim Reid 
Professor Jocelyn McPhie 
Professor Brian Yates 
Professor Jonathan Sprent (Medical 
Sciences Consultant) 
 

Membership  Mrs Roxanne Steenbergen 
 
 

Dr John Thorne AM 
Ms Chel Bardell 
 

Publications  Dr Sally Bryant AM 
 
 

Ms Chel Bardell 
Dr Margaret Davies OAM 
Mr David Wilson 
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In addition to core business, major preoccupations for the Society during 2023 were the RST Art 
Collection, a new RST medal, engagement of the Society with the Tasmanian Aboriginal community, and a 
review of the RST Library Collections at UTAS. 

There has been significant progress in management of the RST Art Collection. Using a Cultural Heritage Grant 
from the National Library of Australia, the Society commissioned a Significance Assessment by Mr Warwick 
Oakman (Fine Art Assessor), a Preservation Needs Assessment by Ms Amy Bartlett (Art Conservator) and 
invested in an eHive account for the purpose of creating an online catalogue of the collection. Mr Oakman 
supported the significance of the collection and concluded that it άƛǎ rare and unique to AustraliaέΦ  

During 2023, the RST was engaged in a dispute with the TMAG Board of Trustees over the ownership of 44 
artworks by Louisa Anne Meredith known as the ΨFish IllustrationsΩ. These artworks were to be considered 
during the November 2021 mediation between RST and TMAG but had to be set aside because of time 
constraints. Discussions between the RST and TMAG reached an impasse early in 2023, and during formal 
mediation on 19 December 2023, the matter was still not resolved. The next step will be decided by the RST 
Council in early 2024.  

Louisa Anne Meredith was an artist, author, conservationist, social commentator and highly respected 
member of the RST. Her life and achievements were celebrated at a very successful fundraising event 
organised by Julie Rimes, Ross Large and Mary Koolhof, and hosted by RST Patron, the Honourable Barbara 
Baker AC and Professor Chalmers AO at Government House in September. The proceeds will be used for 
conservation of the RST Art Collection. Further, the Society has created a new medal, the ΨLouisa Anne 
Meredith MedalΩ as a lasting tribute. The medal is intended for a senior scholar who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the arts or humanities or both and will be offered for the first time in 2024.  

 

         
(L) The Honourable Barbara Baker AC with Mr Richard Warner AM, (C) Ψ!ƴ Evening with [ƻǳƛǎŀΩ brochure and (R) (L-R) 

Ms Louise Gillett, Professor Kate Warner AC and Emeritus PǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ wƻǎǎ [ŀǊƎŜ !h ǿƛǘƘ [ȅƴƴŜ ¦ǇǘƛƴΩǎ ǿŀǊŀǘŀƘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ. 

 

2023 will be remembered as the year of the Voice Referendum, when Australians voted on the Federal 
Government proposal to create a ΨVoice to ParliamentΩ advisory body to promote the interests of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The Society hosted lectures by two Tasmanian Aboriginal leaders, Mr 
Michael Mansell and Ms Kerry Sculthorpe, in July. Both lectures were intensely engaging and were followed 
by discussion that allowed the audience to express diverse views around the proposal. Recordings of these 
two lectures received the highest number of views by far of all RST lectures in 2023. 




































































