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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ghost-ships-of-the-arctic-tickets-37262960518


  

 

Free lecture, all welcome 

Royal Society Room, Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery  

8 pm Tues Sep 5: drinks 7.30 pm 

Dr Tas van Ommen 

Ice cores and climate: looking back over a million years of 
earth history 

  

 

Ice cores from Antarctica and Greenland have reshaped our understanding of 

how the climate system operates. We see in the cycles of temperature and carbon 

dioxide the pulse of the ice ages back to 800 thousand years. Ice core records for 

recent millennia show detailed changes that are linked to drivers of Australian 

climate such as the westerlies or El Niño from which we can infer past periods of 

drought. Australia has been a leading nation in ice coring, particularly in East 

Antarctica, with a focus on studies of climate over recent millennia and into the 

last ice age. Now, an international initiative is maturing to drill for a continuous 

record extending into the very oldest ice, more than a million years old. Australia 

has announced its plans to lead such an expedition, which will commence early 

next decade. This talk will look at why such an old ice core record matters, and 

how the project might proceed. 

Dr Tas van Ommen is the leader of climate research with the Australian Antarctic 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+Royal+Society+of+Tasmania/@-42.881894,147.332538,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xb5e57afb56375493!8m2!3d-42.881894!4d147.332538


 

Division. Tas has participated in six research expeditions to Antarctica, drilling ice 

cores and conducting airborne surveys of the ice and bedrock beneath. In his 

most recent trip he drove a tractor in a traverse across some 1300 km of the 

continent, crossing areas never previously visited. His research interests centre 

around high resolution ice core studies, connections with Australian climate and 

the stability and future of the Antarctic ice sheet. Tas is leading the Australian 

project to drill the ‘million year’ ice core and is also co-chair of the International 

Partnerships in Ice Core Sciences, an international planning body behind the 

search for this oldest ice core. 

 

  

 

 



  

 

Lecture Summary 

Dr Sue Cook, Australian Institute of Physics Public Lecture 

2017 Alexander and Leicester McAulay Winter Lecture 

Series 

  20th Sep 2017 8 - 9 pm 

    

Venue Physics Lecture Theatre 1, Sandy Bay campus 

RSVP / Contact 

Information 

Further details: Andrew Klekociuk (T 0418 323 341, 

E aip_branchsecretary_tas@aip.org.au) 
 

 

 

Subscription reminder! Please pay your 2017 subscription if you have not done so 

already. Thank you. 

 

What's On at TMAG  

 

mailto:aip_branchsecretary_tas@aip.org.au
https://rst.org.au/product-category/subscription/
http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/whats_on


  



 

Active members of the Society are kindly 

invited to apply for The Royal Society of 

Tasmania Medal.  

Nominations close 30 Sept midnight.  

The RST medal nomination form  

 

 

An RST award especially for mid-career 
researchers! 

Nominations are kindly invited for the M. R. 
Banks Medal. 

Nominations close 30 Sept midnight. 

The M. R. Banks medal nomination form 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

18-35s Apply Now! Australian Government 2018 Science and 
Innovation Awards. Applications close 5pm AEST Friday 13 

October 2017 

 

https://www.formpl.us/form/6415538819432448
https://www.formpl.us/form/5075040880033792
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/scienceawards
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/scienceawards
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/conferences-events/scienceawards
http://www.twitter.com/RoyalSocTas
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalSocTas/
https://rst.org.au/
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